Each section has a tidy plan, progressing from administration through personnel, training, apparatus and employment, to a clinical section. Interspersed, when available, are 'potted' histories of particular units and descriptions of conditions at particular moments. Some of these pieces of narrative are vivid, illustrating the difficulties of giving a highly technical medical service in the vicinity or immediate wake of war. It is a pity the famous interchange of signals is omitted, when to the complaint from a distant base 'Radiographs insufficiently washed' the local commander replied 'So is my '! Whatever the interest of the narrative of official histories, they are intended to be useful in future planning. This volume contains all the material necessary for this purpose but is difficult to use, due to its discursiveness, repetition and mere size. However, the well laid out table of contents and the very good index provide an excellent guide to portions a reader may wish to select. This book provides a guide to current research on chromosomes, with emphasis on investigation of chromosome function rather than description of karyotypes. The book is an excellent illustration of the way in which many different scientific disciplines are interrelated in an effort to increase our understanding of a problem as complex as the function of chromosomes.
The discussion of cytophotometric measurements of individual chromosomes (Rudkin) and digital computer analysis of data from automatic chromosome scanning (Ruddle & Ledley) records the state of the art in 1965, but it must be remembered this aspect of science is advancing rapidly. The ultrastructure of chromosomes is described by Hewson Swift and the metabolism of nuclear proteins by Prescott and Stone. Frenster has presented ideas on repression and derepression of interphase chromatin, which provide much food for thought, though at this stage of our knowledge it is difficult to decide how some of the theories will stand the test of time. There is an interesting paper by Cohen and Shaw relating the specific effects of viruses and antimetabolites on chromosomes, in which they consider the specificity of sites of chromosome breakage caused by these agents.
The Tissue Culture Association must be congratulated on this, their first publication; it is of a high standard both in its content and in the excellence of its format. It is a book written by a panel of expert investigators which will have a wide appeal for all those interested in the fundamental control mechanisms of cellular function. EDWARD Matousek has written a short and very sensible account of the differential diagnosis of about eighty important clinical presentations. There is always room for disagreement about the conditions which should be included in an account such as this, but the choice here seems to be thoroughly reasonable. The discussion in each case is short and clear and the emphasis balanced. The difficulty in compressed and comprehensive reviews is to make clear what is common and important while including what is rare or unusual. This Dr Matousek has managed to do very successfully.
DAVID PYKE
Head Injury Conference Proceedings, Chicago, February 6-9 1966 edited by William F Caveness MD and A Earl Walker MD pp 589 illustrated 120s Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1966 London: Pitman Medical This is an interesting and fully documented account of a conference on head injuries which was held at the University of Chicago in February 1966. There were about fifty participants, all experts in some aspect of the problem, and by no means all of them were clinicians: physicists, engineers, biochemists, physiologists and pathologists were among the other contributors. Indeed, about three-quarters of the forty-one papers deal with various physical, biochemical and pathological aspects, the remaining quarter being devoted to clinical problems. The purely 'scientific' papers are excellent in providing a mass of reliable data from many disciplines which will be of value to specialists in this field. Some of the papers dealing with the mechanics of head injuries will be intelligible only to specialists, but this is information which is essential to anyone engaged in the experimental production of head injuries. Similarly, the papers dealing with the biochemical and pathological aspects are important, and are relevant to the clinical management of the patient. The purely clinical papers are in
